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BUDDHI ST PEACE FELLO WSHIP 
P.O. Box 3470, Berkeley CA 94703  

(510) 655 -6169  www.bpf.org  
 

Information for Potential BPF Chapters 
 

A Buddhist Peace Fellowship Chapter is a local or regional group whose members have joined 
together to support each other as socially engaged Buddhists, and who represent BPF's mission in 
the world. Only groups that have applied for and received official chapter status from the BPF 
office can call themselves a ÒBPF Chapter.Ó 
 

Please read carefully through the following material before applying to be a BPF chapter to ensure 
that your group meets the minimum criteria, and has a full understanding of the responsibilities 
associated with being a chapter and the kind of mutually supportive relationship we wish to build 
between chapters and the BPF office. Please contact the Chapter Coordinator at chapters@bpf.org 
to talk more about your interest. 
 

There are four (4) minimum requirements for operating as a BPF Chapter: 
 

1. A core group of at least three members who agree to be responsible for acting as 
stewards for the chapter .  
Ideally, members of this group will come from more than one Buddhist tradition, in order to 
emphasize BPFÕs ecumenical nature. This group (in some chapters called a ÒLeadership 
TeamÓ or ÒSteering CommitteeÓ) supports chapter members to explore ways of being together 
that reflect egalitarian partnership models of community, and are committed to care for each 
other and our world at the same time.  We request these individuals be members of BPF. 

 

2. Chapter  Contact Person. 
At least one person in the chapter needs to commit to act in the role of ÒChapter Contact;Ó this 
personÕs contact information will be listed in Turning Wheel and on the BPF website. This 
person agrees to be responsible for responding to public inquiries about the chapter in a timely 
way, and staying in regular communication with the BPF Chapter Coordinator 
(chapters@bpf.org) and your Regional Representative on the BPF Chapter Council.  

 

3. Regular chapter  meetings. 
Your group should be able commit to hold a chapter meeting or gathering at least 4 times a 
year. (This can be a business meeting, a social gathering such as a potluck, or other type of 
get-together.) 

 

4. Connection to your  community. 
Your group should be able to make a commitment to organize at least one public event or 
action each year which helps to embody BPFÕs mission and purpose, and which are informed 
by our Guiding Principles (included in the 2006-2009 Strategic Plan). 

 

If your group is not yet ready to meet these criteria, or has previously been a chapter but is no 
longer able to meet these criteria, it is more appropriate to have the status of ÒBPF FriendÓ: 

 

ÒBPF FriendsÓ are individuals who have a warm, informal relationship with BPF and have 
offered to serve as a source of information for people in their local area who may be interested 
in BPF and engaged Buddhism. Some BPF Friends have set up an email announcement list to 
share news about BPF and engaged Buddhist events in their local area; others are simply 
available for questions if someone is interested in finding out more about socially engaged 
Buddhism. BPF Friends are listed only on the BPF website. 
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How the BPF Office Can Support Chapters 
Perhaps the most meaningful benefit of being a chapter is joining a community of more than 30 
other chapters, in the U.S. and worldwide, who are exploring the integration of dharma practice and 
social activism.  
 
There are a number of other ways in which the BPF office supports active chapters. BPF Friends 
can also receive most of the support listed below, with the exception of asterisked items: 
 

¥ Support from the BPF Chapter Coordinator and the Regional Representative (on the 
Chapter Council) in your area. The Chapter Coordinator sends out a monthly e-mail 
highlighting important events, action alerts, or issues that BPF is addressing. Your 
Regional Representative is available to speak with you by phone or email about ideas 
you have or challenges you might be facing, and can also help connect you with other 
chapters and members in your region. See our website directory to find out who your 
Regional Representative is. 

 

¥ Your  chapterÕs contact information will be listed in both Turning Wheel and the BPF 
website (www.bpf.org). (BPF Friends are listed only on the website.) 

 

¥ * If your chapter has a website, you may request to have the BPF web host as your siteÕs 
host. Contact the Chapter Coordinator for more info. 

 

¥ Access to essays and articles published by BPF, organizing toolkits, and other resources 
to help you plan actions and events as a chapter. See the Chapter Resources section of 
our website. 

 

¥ * On request, the BPF office may be able to provide access to our insurance coverage if 
your chapter is planning a public event which requires such coverage. Contact the 
Associate Director of Administration for more info (oren@bpf.org). 

 

¥ On request, we can share with you names and contact info of members in your local area 
from the BPF database. 

 

¥ Assistance with publicizing any major event that your chapter organizes, through 
website postings, articles in BPFÕs e-newsletter, and a limited amount of free advertising 
space in Turning Wheel.  (You can also post events, actions, and meetings on BPFÕs 
interactive web events calendar.) 

 

¥ * When funding is available, eligibility for small grants or loans from the BPF office for 
chapter events and projects. 

 

¥ * Borrowing privileges for BPFÕs video/DVD lending library. This collection includes 
documentaries and dharma talks by people such as Maha Ghosananda, HH the Dalai 
Lama, Thich Nhat Hanh, and many more.   
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How Chapters Can Support BPF and each other : 
Chapter  Responsibilities 

Being a chapter of the Buddhist Peace Fellowship carries with it responsibilities. In the largest 
sense, your primary responsibility is to represent with integrity the BPF community and the 
BuddhaÕs way of peace.  While maintaining your individuality and personal expression, please use 
BPFÕs Guiding Principles (see below) as the foundation for your groupÕs speech and actions.  In 
addition to this overarching sensibility, we request that chapters fulfill the responsibilities below as 
ways of contributing to a vital BPF community. 
 

¥ Each chapter is responsible for ensuring that its activities and programs are consistent with 
the BPF statement of purpose and guiding pr inciples (below). If you have questions 
about this, please contact the Chapter Coordinator or your own regional representative.  

¥ Outreach: Help get the word out to your local members about BPF action alerts and 
position papers, and other important news (your Chapter Contact will receive these on a 
regular basis from the Chapter Coordinator and/or the Regional Representative). 

¥ Promotional Mater ials: Each chapter must have ÒBuddhist Peace Fellowship ChapterÓ in 
its name or state its relationship to BPF in all materials (brochures, banners, etc.).   

¥ E-list: Join the BPF chapters/friends e-list to stay connected to our network of chapters 
around the world. Sign up here: http://bpf.org/mailman/listinfo/bpfchapters_bpf.org 

¥ Communication: Please keep the BPF office informed of your activities Ñ  send the BPF 
office your flyers, newsletters, and project reports to the Chapter Coordinator 
(chapters@bpf.org) and to your Regional Representative on a regular basis.    

¥ Chapter  Contact: Please let the BPF office know of any change in the chapter contact at 
least 6 - 8 weeks in advance.  Use the provided Chapter Contact Form.  

¥ Annual Chapter  Reflection: Participate in an annual reflection process, complete the 
Chapter Reflection Form, and returning it to the Chapter Coordinator by Jan. 31 of each 
year. This process can help to clarify your groupÕs intention, strengths, and challenges. It 
also helps to keep the BPF office in touch with how things are going for your chapter. 

¥ Mailing L ists: Share any mailing lists that you maintain for your chapter with the BPF 
office, upon request. This information will only be used to send BPF-related material (e.g. 
invitations to join BPF); we will not use the names for any other purpose or trade or sell 
them to other lists without the explicit permission of the individual on your list.  

¥ Political Activity: BPF chapters are required to abide by the federal laws applying to 501(c)3 
organizations, and agree to not engage in activities which could endanger BPFÕs nonprofit status.  
This means that no part of the activities of any BPF - affiliated group may be devoted to carrying on 
propaganda, attempting to influence legislation, participating or intervening in any political 
campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office Ð directly or indirectly. If any proposed event, 
action, or activity could fall into this category, thereby jeopardizing BPFÕs 501(c)3 tax-exempt 
status, please contact the Chapter Coordinator to discuss the situation and receive support in 
making a decision that will support the entire BPF Community.  

¥ Property: Unless otherwise agreed, any tangible or intangible property, including 
copyrights, obtained or created in connection with the Chapter shall be the property of BPF.  
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Background Mater ial  

(also see 2006-2009 Strategic Plan and Chapter Handbook on our website) 
 

BPF Vision Statement 
The Buddhist Peace Fellowship envisions a future in which people from all backgrounds come into 
a heartfelt realization of our interconnection to each other and to the Earth. We believe that actions 
generated from this understanding will create societies guided by generosity, compassion, wisdom, 
and justice. 
 

Mission and Purpose Statement 
The mission of the Buddhist Peace Fellowship (BPF), founded in 1978, is to serve as a 
catalyst for socially engaged Buddhism.  
 

Our purpose is to help beings liberate themselves from the suffering that manifests in 
individuals, relationships, institutions, and social systems. BPF's programs, publications, and 
practice groups link Buddhist teachings of wisdom and compassion with progressive social 
change. We strive to: 
¥ Offer a public witness, through our practice, for peace and protection of all beings; 
¥ Raise humanitarian, environmental, and social justice concerns among Buddhist 
communities; 
¥ Bring a Buddhist perspective to contemporary peace, environmental, and social justice 
movements. 
 
Some Suggestions for Public Events and Actions (compiled from BPF Chapters) 
¥  Sponsoring days of mindfulness  
¥  Working with refugees locally or raising funds for Cambodian, Burmese or Tibetan refugees.  
¥ Organizing a day-long symposium called ÒCreating the Conditions for PeaceÓ  -- invite local 

Buddhist teachers and activists to speak on panels covering topics such as wisdom and 
compassion, with questions related to current events.  

¥  Letter-writing campaigns for human rights.  
¥  Sending a member on a delegation to a troubled area of the world, e.g. Iraq, then host a 

community event upon their return to listen to their stories  
¥  Participating in and organizing a ÒBearing WitnessÓ vigil (e.g. at nuclear plants and weapons 

bases, during a peace march)  
¥  Sponsoring talks, retreats, workshops on socially engaged Buddhism  
¥  Holding a ÒTurning Wheel SalonÓ gathering Ð using the theme of the current issue of Turning 

Wheel as a starting point for conversation on a topic (e.g. Black Dharma, Youth and Buddhist 
Activism, Class, etc.), invite people to bring poetry, music, or other sharings on the theme  

¥  Studying together (e.g. precept readings or articles or books on engaged Buddhism Ð see the BPF 
website for ideas)  

¥  Working with local peace and interfaith groups on projects. Good partners are the American 
Friends Service Committee (www.afsc.org), which has regional office throughout the U.S. and 
internationally, and the Fellowship of Reconciliation local chapters (see 
http://forusa.org/localgroups)  

¥  Reaching out to the Asian sanghas in area to help with their work or to simply learn more about 
each othersÕ practice  

¥  Writing to prisoners (see BPFÕs Transformative Justice Program web pages for details)  
¥  Organizing a Change Your Mind Day (co-organized with Tricycle magazine) 


