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Information for Potential BPF Chapters

A Buddhgt Peace Fellowship Chapter isalocal or regiond groupwhos members have joined
togeher to suppot each other as sodally engaged Buddhsts, and who represent BPF's missionin
theworld. Only groupstha have applied for and received official chapter statusfrom the BPF
office can call themselves a BPF Chapter.O

Please read carefully throughthefollowing material before applying to bea BPF chapter to ensure
tha your group meets the minimum criteria, and has a full unde'standing of theresponsbilities
assodated with being a chagpter and thekind of mutudly suppottive relationship we wish to build
between chapters and the BPF office. Please contact the Chapter Coordinator at chapters@bpf.org
to talk more aboutyour interest.

There are four (4) minimum requirements for opeating as a BPF Chapter:

1. A coregroup of at leag three memberswho agree to be responsible for acting as
stewardsfor the chapter.

Idedlly, members of this groupwill come from more than oneBuddhgt tradition, in order to
emphasize BPF@ ecumenical nature. This group (in some chapters called a Q_eadership
TeamOor CBteering CommitteeQ) suppots chapter members to explore ways of being togeher
tha reflect egditarian partnership modds of community, and are committed to care for each
other and ourworld at thesame time. Werequest these individuds be members of BPF.

2. Chapter Contact Person.

At least oneperson in the chapter needsto commit to act in therole of GChapter Contact; Othis
person@ contact informationwill belisted in Turning Wheel and onthe BPF webste. This
person agrees to beresponsble for responding to public inquiries aboutthe chapter in atimely
way, and staying in regular communication with the BPF Chapter Coordinaor
(chapters@bpf.org) and your Regiond Representative onthe BPF Chapter Coundl.

3. Regular chapter meetings

Y our group should be able commit to hold a chapter meeting or gathering at least 4 times a
year. (This can beabusness meeting, asoda gathering such as a potiuck, or other type of
ge-togeher.)

4. Connection to your community.

Y our group should be able to make a commitment to organize at least onepublic event or
action each year which hd psto embody BPF® mission and pumpose, and which are informed
by our Guiding Prindples (induded in the 20062009 Strategic Plan).

If your groupis notyet ready to meet these criteria, or has previoudy been achapter butisno
longe able to meet these criteria, it is more appropriate to have the status of CBPF FriendQ

(BPF FriendLare individuds who have awarm, informal relationship with BPF and have
offered to serve as a source of information for people in ther local areawho may beinterested
in BPF and engaged Buddhism. Some BPF Friends have set up an email announement list to
share news about BPF and engaged Buddhst eventsin ther local area; others are smply
available for questionsif someoneisinterested in finding out more aboutsodally engaged
Buddhsm. BPF Friendsare listed only on the BPF webdte.
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How the BPF Office Can Support Chapters

Perhgpsthe mog meaningful bendfit of being a chapter isjoining a community of more than 30
other chapters, inthe U.S. and worldwide, who are exploring theintegration of dhama practice and
sodal activism.

There are anumber of othe ways in which the BPF office suppots active chapters. BPF Friends
can also receive mog of the suppot listed bdow, with the exception of asterisked items:

¥ Suppot fromthe BPF Chapter Coordinator and the Regiond Representative (onthe
Chapter Counal) in your area. The Chapter Coordinator sendsout a monthly e-mail
highlighting important events, action alerts, or issues tha BPF isaddressing. Youw
Regiond Representative is available to speak with you by phoneor email aboutideas
you have or chdlenges you might befacing, and can also hdp connect you with other
chapters and members in your region. See our website directory to find out who your
Regiond Representative is.

¥ Your chapter® contact information will belisted in both Turning Wheel and the BPF
webdgte (www.bpf.org). (BPF Friendsare listed only on thewebsite.)

¥ * |f your chapter has awebste, you may request to have the BPF web hog as your site®
hog. Contact the Chgpter Coordinaor for more info.

¥ Access to essays and articles published by BPF, organizing toolkits, and other resources
to hdp you plan actionsand events as a chapter. See the Chagpter Resources section of
our webgte.

¥ * Onrequest, the BPF office may beableto provide access to our insurance coverageif
your chapter is planning a publc event which requires such coverage Contact the
Assodate Director of Administration for more info (oren@bpf.org).

¥ Onrequest, we can share with you names and contact info of membersin yourloca area
from the BPF database.

¥ Assistance with publicizing any major event tha your chapter organizes, through
webste podings articlesin BPF® e-newdletter, and alimited amountof free advertising
spacein Turning Wheel. (You can aso pog events, actions and meetingson BPF@
interactive web events calenda.)

¥ * When fundingis available, eligibility for small grants or loansfromthe BPF office for
chapter events and projects.

¥ * Borrowing privileges for BPF@ video/DVD lending library. This collection indudes
doaumentaries and dhamatalks by people such as MahaGhosananda HH the Dala
Lama, Thich Nha Hanh, and many more.



How Chapters Can Support BPF and each other:

Chapter Responsibilities

Being a chapter of the Buddhst Peace Fellowship carries with it responsbilities. In thelargest
sense, your primary responsbility is to represent with integrity the BPF community and the
Buddha&3 way of peace. While maintaining yourindividudity and persond expression, please use
BPF@ Guiding Prindples (see bd ow) as thefoundition for your group®speech and actions In
addition to this overarching sengbility, we request that chapters fulfill theresponsbilities bdow as
ways of contributing to avital BPF community.

¥

Each chapter isrespongble for ensuring tha its activities and programs are congstent with
the BPF statement of purpose and guiding principles (bdow). If you have questions
aboutthis, please contact the Chapter Coordinator or your own regiond representative.

Outreach: Help get theword outto your local members aboutBPF action aerts and
postion papers, and other important news (your Chgpter Contact will recelve these ona
regular basis fromthe Chgpter Coordinaor and/or the Regiond Representative).

Promotional Materials. Each chapter must have Buddhist Peace Fellowship ChapterQOin
its name or state itsrelationship to BPF in al materials (brochures, bannes, etc.).

E-list: Join the BPF chapters/friendse-list to stay connected to our network of chapters
aroundtheworld. Sign up here: http://bpf.org/mailman/listinfo/bpfchepters bpf.org

Communication: Please keep the BPF office informed of your activitiesN send the BPF
office your flyers, newdetters, and project reparts to the Chapter Coordinaor
(chapters@bpf.org) and to your Regiond Representative on aregular basis.

Chapter Contact: Please let the BPF office know of any changein the chgpter contact at
least 6 - 8 weeksin advance. Use theprovided Chapter Contact Form.

Annual Chapter Reflection: Participae in an annud reflection process, complete the
Chapter Reflection Form, and returning it to the Chapter Coordinaor by Jan. 31 of each
year. This process can hdp to clarify your group®@intention, strengths, and chdlenges. It
also hdpsto keep the BPF office in toudh with how thingsare going for your chapter.

Mailing Lists: Share any mailing lists that you maintain for your chapter with the BPF
office, uponrequest. Thisinformationwill only beused to send BPF-related materia (e.g.
invitationsto join BPF); we will not use thenames for any other purpose or trade or sell
them to other lists withoutthe explicit permission of theindividud onyourlist.

Political Activity: BPF chapters are required to abide by thefederal laws applyingto 501(c)3
organizations and agree to notengagein activities which could endange BPF@ nonpofit status

This means that no part of the activities of any BPF - affiliated group may be devoted to carrying on
propagandaattempting to influence legidation, participating or inter veningin any pditical
campaign on behalf of any canddate for publc office Bdirectly or indrectly. If any proposed event,
action, or activity could fal into this category, thereby jeopardizing BPFG& 501 ()3 tax-exempt
status, please contact the Chapter Coordinator to discuss the situation and receive support in
making a decision that will support the entire BPF Community.

Property: Unless otherwise agreed, any tangible or intangible propety, induding
copyrights, obtained or created in connection with the Chapter shdl bethe propety of BPF.



Background M aterial
(also see 20062009 Strategic Plan and Chapter Handbookon our webste)

BPF Vision Statement

TheBuddhit Peace Fellowship envisionsa future in which people from all backgroundscome into
a heartfelt realization of our interconnection to each other andto the Earth. We bdieve tha actions
generated from this undestanding will create sodeties guided by generosty, compassion, wisdom,
and judice.

Mission and Purpose Statement
The mission of the Buddhst Peace Fellowship (BPF), foundel in 1978, is to serve as a
catalyst for sodally engaged Buddhsm.

Our pumpos is to hdp beangs liberate themselves from the suffering tha manifests in
individuds, relationships ingitutions and sodal systems. BPF's programs, publications and
practice groupslink Buddhst teachings of wisdom and compassion with progressive sodal
change We dtrive to:

¥ Offer apublic witness, throughour practice, for peace and protection of all bengs

¥ Raise humanitarian, environmental, and social judice concernsamong Buddhst
communities;

¥ BringaBuddhgt perspective to contempaorary peace, environmental, and sodal judice
movements.

Some Suggestions for Public Events and Actions (compiled from BPE Chapters)

¥ Spon®ring days of mindfulness

¥ Working with refugees locally or raising fundsfor Cambodian, Burmese or Tibetan refugees.

¥ Organizing a day-longsymposum called CCreating the Conditionsfor PeaceO -- invite local
Buddhgt teachers and activists to speak on pands covering topics such aswisdomand
compassion, with questionsrelated to current events.

¥ Letter-writing campagnsfor human rights.

¥ Sending amember onaddegaionto atroubled area of theworld, e.g. Irag, then hog a
community event uponther return to listen to ther stories

¥ Participatingin and organizing a Bearing WitnessOvigil (e.g. at nudear plants and weapons
bases, during a peace march)

¥ Sponoring talks, retreats, workshopson sodally engaged Buddhsm

¥ Holding a Orurning Whedl SalonQgathering Busing thetheme of the current issue of Turning
Wheel as a starting point for convasation onatopic (e.g. Black Dharma, Y outh and Buddht
Activism, Class, etc.), invite people to bring podry, musc, or other sharingsonthetheme

¥ Studyingtogether (e.g. precept readingsor articles or bookson engaged Buddhsm Bsee the BPF
webdte for ideas)

¥ Working with local peace and interfaith groupson projects. Good patners are the American
FriendsService Committee (www.afsc.org), which has regiond office throughou the U.S. and
internaiondly, and the Fellowship of Recondliationlocal chapters (see
http://forusa.org/localgroups

¥ Reaching outto the Asian sanghas in area to hdp with thar work or to simply learn more about
each othersOpractice

¥ Writing to prisone's (see BPF@ Transformative Justice Program web pages for details)

¥ Organizing a ChangeY our Mind Day (co-organized with Tricycle magazine)




